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Beyond the Block
October — November Exhibit at St. John's Boulder Art Gallery
Artist Reception, October 3, 2008, 5:30 — 7:30 p. m., free and open to the public

Boulder, Colo. (September 15, 2007) — Beyond the Block is a unique, provocative exhibit of fiber art. The
show is a product of Uncommon Cloth, a group of eight fiber artists from Colorado and Wyoming who
have been supporting each other’s creative growth for six years. No one in the group is a full time artist.
Vocationally, they are nurses, accountants, mothers, art educators. The passionate love of fiber art is the
cohesive force that brings and holds them together.

Within the group, its members find camaraderie, encouragement, inspiration, and a safe space within which to
critique their work. Coming together gives them fresh ideas, enables them to share innovative techniques, and
helps them move beyond creative blocks that can lead them to desert a piece in progress.

Their craft evolved from quilt making. Quilts, originally associated with hardship, the Great Depression, and
making do, were constructed with repeating shapes accurately cut to fit together. Quilt makers, working as
individuals or in groups, selected the design first, the traditional block/pattern. Color placement was likely a
decision made on the basis of scraps available from other household projects. After deciding on design and
color, quilters cut and sewed the pieces together.

In the 1960’s, academically trained artists created some of the most noteworthy quilts by approaching quilting in
the same way they approached pottery, weaving, and painting. By the end of the 1970’s, fiber artists launched
the first Quilt National. Finally, in the 1980’s, the art quilt world exploded. Artists used the term art quilt for

the first time, and many began to experiment with hand-dyed and painted fabrics, as well as embellishments like
beads, buttons, and unique stitching.

Jeanne Gray’s Joy, Joy, Joy provides a vivid example of the Beyond the Block collection. Her work is very
spontaneous. Although I start with a drawing, Jeanne explains, my ideas evolve, and eventually, my piece takes
on its own energy and finishes itself.

To see the exhibit in all its diversity is to understand at some level the radical change in the evolution of fiber
art.

About the St. John’s Boulder Art Gallery

The St. John’s Art Boulder Art Gallery is a non-profit organization established by St. John’s Episcopal Church.
It serves as a venue for talented local and regional artists. Juried shows are developed around themes, and
submissions must be appropriate for all ages. Located at 1419 Pine Street, the St. John’s Art Gallery is free and

open to the public. Visit the gallery on line at www.stjohnsboulder.org/artgallery/



